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nationTs lorelganolicy—whlch he "does often .
and at length-he always has 8 great deal
to say about the war in Vietnanm, none of it

tu1 sounding to anybody.
"y The Senator thinks our military posltio:h_
‘thére is precarious,’ our diploniatic posturs.
*deplotable’ aﬂd that the’ twd together risk 8 ..lu
catdastrdphe. o s g e
PRoasipgi 4415 Particular war in this particular .
place is, to the Senator, only an incidental -
| part of the discussion; although since this is.
b the place where men are dying it naturally -
Rdomlnates the headlines and no doubt over-:
) shadows the other things in the minds of his’
hsteners.

,.-

f'eral de Gaulle and NATO, foreign at
| practices and the tone of diplomatic spe
' about . the_ cold war, Through all his com-
“‘ments oni these’ subjects there runs s single’
b.theme, that the United States is. overréach-;
ing itself. i
-2 America s showing soine slgns’" ‘he re-.
‘cently lold the nation’s publishers, . ot that
* fatal Presumption, . that overextension of
Fpower, and mission, which, brought ruln to
"l Ancient Athens, to Napolecmlc France and to
F'vazt Germany.”
' When Viee President Humphrey ta.lks‘
,about the nation’s forelgn policy—which he "
T doea " less often, perhaps, but-at greater
© ['length—his view of the Vietnam war is that
o Paour diplomacy has already been suc¢eéssful !
‘ and that our military efforts are succeeding,
i But, the Vice President too carties the '
«conversauon beyond . Vietnam. Mr. - Hum-.
< phrey justifies our efforts there ‘not just by
the intrinsic importance of South Vietnam !
Jbut in terms of the wider. obllgauons of the,
}Unlbed States as a world power.
v/ “Thése who threaten thelr neighbors ‘
(anywhere) need to know,’” the Vice Presl-\
fde:‘lt told this same meeting of ‘publishers,
4 that the United States will stay and see it {}.:
through " And again: ‘"Thé total appllcatlon.
' of ‘power ahd strength . . . 18 & part of our i)
pecurlly structure.' :. Y :
* RN T
’I’hua both men, protagtmlst “and antago- “
mist. are poing beyond the immediate ques.
. tions, of the battlefield and addressitg th m-.
! selves to the more:’ generalized quest

AR

‘C

i

. Those other things the Senator talks about
[ Jnclude Cuba, the Dominican Republic,. Geg-
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1 encouraging to President Johnson or cheer--. -
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' Obviously theré are problems in Vietnam”
specific to that place and which cannot be -
tesolved by resort to generalities. Wisely or
not, we are there; being there we have to-
deal with what *is” and ‘nét" with vwhat
"mlghl: be.” -To some extent, therefore, de-.
" bate on the broader question—the proper:
. role of the U.8. in the world—can seem aca:’
.demic, even metaphysical., Philosophy rarely.

'mess.

But to mllitary cbmmanders atrategy i8]
‘no less important than tactics} to a natton -

‘at & particilar moment, In war and diploma:3

'agalnst messes. - g
We pgot’ into Vietriam because of ‘B cere

'—-propel us into like action.somewhere elde:
"where the clreumstances appeared . similar,

most anywhere on'the globe,

i As ¢4 matter of fact, it has involved us'
. militarily ‘in other places, In-Korka during

,mg three Administrations, .-

t'rect. threat. to our . dafety. -Haech of the

| others was predicated on the phllosophy that

’the ' United, - :States "has a . responaibility

What role can and ought the United aum.
: play’ i lnnuenemg umlrs- in n troumed
l,w.:arlct? e e
It nothing eise, tm:‘ puts the' tualogue

wﬂere it should l&amtizedl -aApprOV
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l.nywhere.:,v o
' ®

}, o Throughout an lhm ‘thers Has. been"
1h1pllclg aasum fon- that the United” taten
{4 o0 ‘atho t wé cah do all thish. we
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“offera practical | means ot gettlng out of- aL.

. foreign policy 18 no léss so than ‘what it does‘

i.cy, wise strategy ahd ;pollcles are; guardlans

'

tain view of the world and our role in it. 4
.iThe same view, with the sarhe judgments’j
| flowing from it, should-‘if they are correct

- This might be another, place in Asia, pr al-

Trumtm s Administration. In the Middie East’
“dur{ng Eisenhower’s Adrinistration. In the
.Domlnlcan Republic during' Johnson's Ad- |
mlnistmtlon. All in additioh to Vletnam dur- § .

Of all the confrontationis, énly the Cuban |’
,mlsslle crisis invelved an immediate, dl-

everywhere. or on the view' that bur..safety -
148 threatened by n.ny dlsturbapcq to otder_\

" “l‘l.it,,. ."‘,

"6’6\1\‘{ rtes‘mw our 'laFgess, 50 powerful i~
a.rm we:' can exercise military - control
wHefever ‘tieeded, and all without sapplng'
\.our reserves, phystcal or spiritual.

. What Senator Fulbright has done is to
challenge the view and the judgments from
+it.""This 18" a ,wholly different’ thing from
ithe * protests against/ the Vietnam war it
.,self from .congenital pacifists, . emotional

wit;:[anvthlng troublesome, like a war.
r. Fulbright can often sound querulous,’
" Bometimes he makes his arguments in bad’

Arritating.

‘questiohs a Senator should. And:he is bring-
‘tng to 'that debate the kind of provocative:
. thought that you always hope for, seldom ex.
pect and rarely find in the public forum.

. Bo doing, he has 'forced those with the
' responslblllty for pdlicy to re-think the rea.
-sons for that policy and to put their ples/
for it in more thoughttul térms. They foo—
_‘witness  Vice President Humphrey—must
< raise the debate to a higher level. You can't
answer the Fulbtight questions with the samse .
‘sort’ of .retorts you use to peace march-
- ers, muddled: professors and unwashed under. -
‘graduates.
_ If there's a pity In ii, it's that thla 8ena-
“torlal task of probing, questioning and chal- Y
slenging should not have heen undertaken by
( someone oh the Republican side of the aisle..

. That task s the proper function of the Op-

’posltlrm. constructive, not destructive, for
as- Burke remarked, “He that wrestles with
us strengthens our nerves and sharpen1 our
ekills. Our antagonist 18. our helper.”
Maybe at times the arguments are dis-
mptlve. ‘But-what béttér' way to btrengthen

.our neérves, as well as. sharpen our. skills,

"beatniks, youthtul shitkers or any of the-
..othérs who just don't want to be bothered -

taste. His judgment on practical questions
'll,m t always inipressive. Often he's just plain”;

Nonetheless, the Senator is debating the

than a - dlaloguo on the purposs, place and
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